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Bill to Provide Service Dogs for Veterans with PTSD
Passes House Unanimously

Bear, service dog, shakes the hand of a U.S. Navy veteran prior to the start of their 4 Paws 2 Freedom program
graduation March 22, 2019 at Beale Air Force Base, California. (U.S. Air Force/Staff Sgt. Alexandre Montes)

7 Feb 2020
Military.com | By Dorothy Mills-Gregg

A decade-long effort to have the Department of Veterans Affairs provide service dogs to
veterans with mental health issues passed a major hurdle with House passage
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The Puppies Assisting Wounded Servicemembers, or PAWS for Veterans Therapy Act,
would have the VA create a 5-year pilot to give grants to one or more organizations to train
and provide service dogs to veterans with post-traumatic stress and other post-
deployment mental health issues.

While the VA has been studying the use of service dogs for mental health treatment, it
currently only covers service dogs for use in mobility issues.

The bipartisan bill was introduced by Rep. Steve Stivers, R-Ohio, who has served in Iraq in
the Ohio Army National Guard.

"A soldier under my command during Operation Iraqi Freedom recently told me what his
service dog means to him: he was able to fly on a plane for the first time in 10 years and
he took his fiancée to dinner," Stivers said in a statement when H.R. 4305 was introduced.
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